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LOAN FORGIVENESS FOR PUBLIC SERVICE
EMPLOYMENT CHECKLIST

Many people working in public service can benefit from a new federal student loan
forgiveness program,especiallyifthey have highfederalstudent loandebt.1

1. Find out what kind of student loans you have:2
0 Request a Personal Identification Number (pIN) ftom the Department of Education:

http://www.pin.ed.gov/PINW ebApp/pinindex. isp

0 Use the PIN to look up your loans in the National Student Loan Data System:
http://www.nslds.ed.gov/nslds SA!

0 Use https://www.annualcreditreport.com/cra/index.isp to check for commercial student loans, which
will not appear in the National Student Loan Data System. Commercial loans are not eligible for
forgiveness.

2. Get your eligible loans into the Federal Direct loan program by consolidating:3
0 You must consolidate all your FFEL loans (and reconsolidate your FFEL Consolidation Loans) into

Federal Direct if you want those loans to be eligible for forgiveness: http://loanconsolidation.ed.gov/

3. Choose an eligible repayment plan:4
0 Choose an eligible repayment plan. Consider choosing Income-Contingent Repayment (ICR) now,

and switching to Income-Based Repayment (IBR) in July 2009. Use an online repayment calculator to
estimate what your payments would be under these repayment options:
http://www.finaid.org/calculators

0 Beware -payments made on an extended repayment plan do not qualify towards forgiveness!

4. Make qualifying payments each month for 10 years while working in public service
full-time:5

0 Checkthatyourjob qualifies. Yourjob qualifiesif you work full-timefor the governmentor a
501(c)(3)non-profit.

(J Work in public service for 10-years (the 10 years don't need to be consecutive but you have to be
working in eligible employment when forgiveness is granted)
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