
THREE PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS SUCCESSFULLY PAY OFF LAW SCHOOL DEBT IN lOOS!

Anne Bamberger

I attended law school at American

University with the idea that I would
become an advocate for those who

don't have a voice in our society. I
have always had an interest in women
and children's issues. During my
second year of law school, I partici-
pated in our school's public interest

clinic. I had the opportunity to represent low-income clients
who could not afford to hire a private attorney. I found the work
exciting and rewarding. I knew that my goal after graduation
was to work in a legal services office.

When I was first considering working at Pisgah Legal Services
in Asheville in 1999, the starting salary for a new attorney was
$26,000. My student loans were over $55,000. I almost turned
down the job, because I was concerned about whether I could
afford to work as a legal services attorney. I decided to take the
job when I learned about NC LEAF. I was thrilled to be part
of Pisgah's Mountain Violence Prevention Project. I had the
opportunity to represent clients fleeing domestic violence and
assist them in obtaining the legal remedies necessary to break
away from the situation.

Unfortunately, during my fir~t year of employment, the
NC LEAF program was full. I had to put my loans in an
economic hardship forbearance to survive and was thinking
about going into private practice. Luckily, during my second
year of employment at Pisgah Legal Services I was able to enroll
in the NC LEAF program-making it possible for me to con-
tinue in the challenging and rewarding work of legal services.

Denise Lockett

NC LEAF's assistance has meant the

world to my family. Without it, my
debt from graduate and law school
would have made it much, much
harder to move to and stay with my
dream job at Legal Aid of North
Carolina.

I went to law school with the goal of working in the nonprofit
sector. It actually took a while to get there-primarily because
I was initially so concerned about paying back my loans. I was
able to move from a private firm position to Legal Aid with far
greater confidence because ofNC LEAF's assistance. I took a

substantial pay cut to move to this position, at a time where my
husband's work future was uncertain. In addition, our two chil-
dren's daycare expenses almost made it unmanageable to have
me work in the nonprofit sector. Without NC LEAF's assistance,
I'm not sure I could have made the move nor stayed here. We
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be consecutive, but you have to be working in eligible
employment when forgiveness is granted).

are now debt-free from my law school loan, and that's terrific.
I'm doing the work that I love and that our community needs,
thanks to NC LEAF!

Pamela Thombs

It gives me great pleasure to
share how the NC LEAF program
assisted me in becoming free from
my obligation of law school debt.

With a 12-year history of working in
the nonprofit sector, I knew when
I graduated from law school that I
wanted to serve in public interest

law. I had been working in public interest law for at least three
years when I obtained information on the NC LEAF program.
At that time, my family had two small children in day care, a
house with a mortgage that we were not able to sell in a city
where we had lived previously, and a lease payment at our cur-
rent home. All of this was in addition to our other regular living
expenses and my student loan payment. I needed NC LEAF if
I was to continue down this public interest road!

After NC LEAF approved me for the program and I had made
payments for about a year, NC LEAF staff member Arlene

Summers helped me restructure my law school debt to get the
maximum benefit from the program. I began to pay a little
more, and NC LEAF assisted me with a larger amount. About
three months before I was finished with my payments, Legal
Aid of North Carolina, my employer, began assisting employ-
ees through the NC LEAF program. These factors combined

allowed me to pay my off my debt much earlier. I am extremely
grateful to NC LEAF for allowing those of us who are
committed to giving back to the community to do so without
becoming indigent.

I know that I would not have paid off my indebtedness this early
without NC LEAF and Legal Aid, and I know that my struggle
to pay this debt would have been much more painful without
the assistance of the NC LEAF program.

Thank you NC LEAF and LegalAid!

Congratulations on
this important

accomplishment!
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Loans are available from FFEL lenders and from Federal Direct.

Students may choose whether to consolidate with a FFEL lender



insideLEAF
INTRODUCING THE NEW NC LEAF "FELLOWS"

(The attorneysfeaturedherehave beennamedsincethepublicationof our lastnewsletter.)

OUR NEWEST NAMED
SPONSORSHIPS ($2,500 Level)

Morris McAdoo

Disability Rights NC
Womble Carlyle Fellow

Morris is a 2005 graduate of
Widener University School of Law
in Wilmington, Delaware and a

Staff Attorney with Disability Rights NC, where'he represents
persons with disabilities. While working as an Employee Benefits
Specialist with PricewaterhouseCoopers, Morris developed
an overwhelming desire to dedicate his profession to public
service. He says, "I remember leaving my office with a need to
quantify my direct contribution to the lives of others. Although
I appreciated the importance in assisting individuals in securing
their retirement income, I believed my gifts and talents could
have a more direct impact on others. I had a strong admiration
of colleagues that held positions such as medical professionals,
educators, and community organizers, and I could see the direct
impact in their lives on many. My journey to pursue a career
in public interest drove me to obtain a degree in law, and I'm
currently representing persons with various disabilities. In my
work with Disability Rights NC, I have the opportunity to
improve the quality of life for people with disabilities. I have
found an unequivocal reward in the service to others. "

Dietrich McMillan

Legal Aid ofNC, Durham
Kilpatrick Stockton Fellow

Hope and empowerment. These are

two powerful words that provide a

person the possibility of having life,

liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

When people lose hope and the ability

to empower themselves at the abuse
of another, then the abused persons cannot enjoy their basic

rights. Assisting victims of domestic violence-and helping them

become self- empowered survivors with the hope that they too

can live a happy life and enjoy basic rights-is one of the many
reasons I wanted to work as a public interest attorney. Working

with Legal Aid of North Carolina, Inc. allows me to facilitate

persons who are in search of gaining or regaining their sense of

hope and empowerment. I have worked over 10 years for and

with Legal Aid of North Carolina as not only an attorney, but

also sometimes more importantly as an advocate and counselor.

I have always believed that nothing is more worthwhile than

knowing you have helped people understand that they have the
right to live and be free.

~

Sandy Lee
LegalAid ofNC, Greenville
Kirbyand Holt Fellow

How fortunate I am! For over

10 years, I have worked in public
interest law and have known the

satisfaction of feeling that I make a
difference with the work that I do.

Throughout my legal services career,
some of the substantive areas in which I have practiced include
domestic, housing, consumer, and public benefits law, as well
as low-income taxpayer advocacy. I have represented victims
of domestic violence, families being evicted from their homes,
families facing foreclosure, and consumers in danger of losing
their property. These can be terrifying times for anyone, but even
more so for individuals who have very limited resources and no-
where to turn for help. For me, there is nothing more humbling
than to see the defeated expressions of these individuals when
they walk into my office for help and nothing more rewarding
than to obtain a successful result and affect a positive change in
their lives.

WHO WILL BE YOUR FELLOW?

NC LEAF has a long waiting list of eligible
public interest attorneys needing assistance
with law school loans. Won't you help us
help more of them? Please consider a named
sponsorship and contact us today!
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In 2007, NC LEAF welcomed the following new three~year sponsors:

NAMED SPONSORSHIPS
($1,500 LEVEL)

Horack Talley

Fellow: Stephanie Ceccato,

Legal Services of the
Southern Piedmont,
Charlotte

NAMED SPONSORSHIPS
($750 LEVEL)

Comerford & Britt

Fellow: Lisa Brace, Legal
Aid of North Carolina,
Winston-Salem

Kirby & Holt

Fellow:HenryJay, Legal
Aid of North Carolina

A memorial gift in honor
of William J.Lowry by
Marion P.Lowry

Fellow: Katie Fisher,

Pisgah Legal Services,
Asheville

NAMED SPONSORSHIPS
($2,500 LEVEL)

Alston & Bird

BENEFACTORS ($1,000 AND UP)

Stella Boswell

Mr. and Mrs. Peter S. Gilchrist, III

PATRONS ($500-$999)

Esther S. Hall in honor of Denise Long,
Patsy Fyfe,and Arlene Summers

ForsythCounty YoungLawyers

Thank You To Our 2008 Donors

SPONSORS ($250-$499)

Tom Anderson

Josh andAnna Stein

CONTRIBUTORS ($100-$249)

Ran Coble

1. Beverly Lake
Marian P. Lowry
Judy Newbold
Robert C. Vaughn, Jr.
Willis P.Whichard

Colon Willoughby

DONORS ($50-$99)
Roger Cook
Susan Doyle
Erwin Fuller
John Keller
Luke Largess

FRIENDS

Julie Beavers
Chris Heagarty
Ralph Jacobson
Katelyn Love
Lynette Lorenzetti
Maria Mangano
Sarah Neely

Thank you to the law firm of Lloyd & Parris (Diana Houpe, paralegal;Sean Lloyd and]ohn Parris, attorneys)
for their donation of in~kind services.

)

CONTRIBUTING LAW SCHOOLS

Campbell University Norman Adrian WigginsSchool of Law,North Carolina Central University School of Law,
University of North Carolina School of Law,Wake Forest University School of Law

NC LEAF is also supported by the State of North Carolina and a grant from IOLTA. Financial information about this
organization and a copy of its license are available from the State Solicitation Licensing Section at 1-888-830-4989. The

license is not an endorsement by the state.
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